Digital Kenyon: Research,
Scholarship, and Creative Exchange
The Kenyon Collegian

College Archives

9-6-2007

Kenyon Collegian - September 6, 2007

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian

Recommended Citation
"Kenyon Collegian - September 6, 2007" (2007). The Kenyon Collegian. 121.
https://digital.kenyon.edu/collegian/121

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the College Archives at Digital Kenyon: Research,
Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Kenyon Collegian by an authorized
administrator of Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. For more information, please
contact noltj@kenyon.edu.


The Kenyon Collegian
Thursday, September 6, 2007

Established 1856

Volume CXXXIVI, Number 2

The Kenyon Collegian

News

www.kenyoncollegian.com

Thursday, September 6, 2007

Gambier, Ohio

16 Pages

Bomb threats disrupt life on Hill
By Hannah Curran
Editor-in-Chief

Kenyon College received 11 email messages containing bomb threats
to Ransom Hall to three separate
admissions email accounts last night,
causing firefighters, cops, and Knox
County Homeland Security vehicles
to descend upon the College, only to
deem it another hoax.
The messages, starting at 7:22
p.m., remained unseen until 9 p.m. at
which time the response team consisting of President S. Georgia Nugent, Director of Public Affairs Shawn Pressley,
Director of Information Systems and
Institutional Research Ron Griggs,
Chief Business Officer Dave McConnell and Dean of Students Tammy Gocial met at the Student Affairs Center
within several minutes and put in place
the emergency response plan.
The Knox County Sheriff ’s Office
and College Township Fire Department were called and arrived quickly.
The FBI was also contacted. Ransom
Hall was taped off while South Quad
academic and residential buildings
were evacuated and fully searched for
suspicious material. At approximately
midnight, the buildings were declared
all clear and the emergency team returned home.

Dan Streicher

Knox Homeland Security reported to Ransom Hall, the building that the second of this week’s two bomb threats targeted, in order to sweep the building for bombs.

Last night’s incident follows three
separate bomb threats received by the
College in a general admissions e-mail
account last Wednesday. The communications were determined by local and
federal authorities to be a hoax, and the
school was not evacuated as officials
swept buildings searching for a bomb.
The threat was delivered by e-mail to

Two students
injured during
brawl at Grille
By Hannah Curran
Editor-in-Chief
Security was dispatched to
the Gambier Grille the night of
August 27 after a disagreement
between a group of Kenyon
students and three local men
led to physical violence and an
eventual broken nose.
“The officers arrived just
as the men were leaving ,” said
Dire ctor of Campus Safet y
Bob Hooper. “ We provide d
needed medical attention and
transportation but we couldn’t
do much else.”
A c c o r d i n g t o Ho o p e r,
Knox County police are still
trying to identif y and find the
thre e Mt. Vernon residents
who assaulted Eli Rosen ’08
and Nate Pritchard ’08, both
o f wh om d e c l in e d to c om ment.
“I left just before it happ en e d , b ut wh en I d i d th e
men were stand ing outside
smoking ,” said Brian Sloan ’08.
“As I walked by, they started

he ckling me—saying prett y
much anything to pick a fight.
It wasn’t anything against Kenyon specifically, though.”
“It isn’t a problem, but it’s
happened before,” said Hooper
when asked about a potentially
dangerous pattern in relations
between local residents and
Kenyon students. “I think they
have the Grille all to themselves during the summer and
then all of a sudden, students
are back. They’re not here particularly to pick fights.”
“I recognized one of the
guys from when I was here during the summer,” said Samantha Tett ’09. “He just liked to
come in and drink a lot.”
Many of the students present wrote subsequent angr y
“allstu” emails, referring to the
local men as “skinheads” and
rallying others to discuss potential methods of “preserving
the integrity” of the campus.
There have been no similar
incidents, however, within the
past week.

three College addresses between 6 a.m.
and 9 a.m. that day and was discovered
at 12:20 p.m. All College buildings
were searched by 5:00 p.m., and evening
classes went on as scheduled.
Unlike the threats of last Wednesday, however, the threats this week contained a specific target: Ransom Hall.
“The reason that fire trucks and

police squadrons seemed so much more
present and concerned this time was
because of the specificity of the target,”
said Nugent. “We had a specific zone
to watch for. I need to decide what the
substantive response—like sending out
the police and fire vehicles—as well
as the communicative response—like
voicemails and Fortnightly messag-

es—will be. That’s what this sort of
team is for.”
Griggs wishes to remind students
to be vigilant. “Students should be
unafraid to report things that are out of
place or missing or seem out of sorts in
general,” he said. “I realize that a quarter
of the students are new, and these new
students aren’t savvy on what’s usual.”
Gocial said she agrees. “Students
should not be afraid to call campus
safety if something isn’t right,” she said.
“We want to avoid a sense of complacency—it could be that fifteenth fire
drill that’s actually a fire.”
Last week’s e-mails, which did
not mention Kenyon by name, were
apparently similar to threats received
the same day at other colleges, including the University of Iowa, Middle
Tennessee State University, University
of Alaska, Oregon State University,
Princeton University and CarnegieMellon University.
Although the identity of the
sender is still unknown, the location of
the sent emails, both of this week and
last week, have been traced to Italy and
Austria. It has not yet been confirmed
by these or any other colleges if they
received emails similar to those threats
of last night.
see THREATS, page 2

BSU Raises Awareness of The Jena Six

Ted A. Herod

Students gather on Middle Path to sign a petition regarding the imprisonment of a group of imprisoned black
students from Jena, Louisiana who have been dubbed The Jena Six.
“The BSU made an effort to raise awareness about a case going on in Jena, Louisiana that we feel is being mishandled due to the white supremacy that is ever-present in our “criminal justice system,” said Black Student Union
President Frankie Gourrier ’08. “The issue began when a few black kids decided to sit under the “white only” tree
at the local high school. The next day, as a “prank,” some white students hung nooses over the tree, eventually
leading to many racial clashes throughout the next few months in the small town. When six black kids fought
a white kid for allegedly calling them the n-word, they were charged with attempted murder and their bails set
between $70,000-$138,000, leaving some of them sitting in jail for months.” Even though these are minors, we
are still not excusing them from their actions. The BSU’ is fighting to make sure that t he punishment against
these students “actually fit the ‘crime.’”
The BSU passed out approximately 1,500 fliers on campus and collected somewhere around 700 signatures opposing the current charges. For more information visit www.freethejena6.org
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Res Life houses unhoused students, reviews are mixed
By Laura Garland
Opinions Editor
The “homeless” became both the
biggest winners and losers this year
when the housing lottery left 120 students waiting to be summer housed.
As hundreds of students passed their
day on the Kenyon Athletic Center
Gym floor, closely watching the
ever-diminishing options, organizers
tried to placate the masses.
When the Residential Life crew
announced well into the afternoon
that all of the rooms were gone, the
outlook was bleak. But a new Dean
of Residential Life, Alicia Dugas, and
many creative renovations resulted
in the normally foreboding ‘Reslife phone call’ often turning into a
pleasant, or at least decent, surprise
for many students. Some assignments
even made waiting until the last few
days before coming back to school
worth the agony.
While many summer-housed
sophomore male students ended up
in Mather Hall, many female students were housed in renovated basements, themed houses and generally
upper-classmen-reserved options,
including the New Apartments and
Old Kenyon doubles.
The Bushnell Hall basement, formerly a study lounge,
became sophomores Katie
Furlett and Alexandria Davis’s gargantuan room. The light and large
space came as a pleasant surprise after
the spring housing lottery, in which
Furlett’s number would have been
the next called.  
“The two basements with study
carrels were generally unused,” said
Dugas. “Now we affectionately call
them the garden-level apartments.”
The Manning basement was also
converted into two large rooms, one

Katie Furlett

Formerly a study lounge, a newly-created Bushnell basement room very comfortably houses two sophomore students
that were summer housed.

inhabited by Alice Stevens ’10. “After
having gotten our assignment, we
pictured water heaters and pipes in
the corners, cement, not tiled floors
and slits in the top of the walls for
windows,” she said. With a living and
sleeping space so large it will take a
while to be fully furnished, Stevens
said. “This room was definitely worth
the wait and scare.”
Though she “could not be happier with the result,” she said, “we
do not deserve this room. The seniors and juniors who are living in
cramped doubles with people they
did not choose have much more of
a right to this room than we do,”
she said.
While the school didn’t purchase any additional houses, Dean
of Students Tammy Gocial attended
the Gambier Town Hall meeting to
ask for neighbors’ permission for
more than four students to live in

Village Record
Aug. 30 – Sept. 4, 2007
Aug. 30, 2:03 a.m. — Ill intoxicated student at Acland
Apartments. Student transported by squad to the hospital.
Aug. 30, 2:20 a.m. — Suspicious person at Bexley Place
Apartments.  Officers were unable to locate the person.
Aug. 31, 2:06 p.m. — Unruly non-student at the Bookstore.  
Person was asked to leave.
Aug. 31, 3:45 p.m. — Medical call regarding student injured
in fall at the Bookstore.  Student was transported to the
Health Center.
Sept. 1, 5:16 p.m. — Medical call regarding ill student at
Mather Residence.  Student transported by squad to the
hospital.
Sept. 1, 8:07 p.m. — Ill intoxicated student at the Delt
Lodge.  Student transported to his residence hall.
Sept. 1, 8:51 p.m. — Unruly patron at the Kenyon Inn.  
Sheriff ’s Office was notified.
Sept. 2, 2:24 a.m. — Vandalism. Beer thrown at the Campus
Safety vehicle.
Sept. 3, 1:31 a.m. — Theft of items from Caples Residence.
Sept. 3, 10:42 p.m. — Vandalism. Items torn from walls at
McBride Residence.
Sept. 4, 1:15 a.m. — Fireworks being set off outside Bexley
Place Apartments.
Sept. 4, 9:03 a.m. — Vandalism. Flour thrown around
restroom at Mather Residence.
Sept. 5, 1:15 a.m. — Medical call regarding ill student at
Mather Residence.  Student transported by friends to the
hospital.

houses already owned by the College.
Citing noise concerns, they denied
the request.
The College did assign many
students to themed housing and to
previously alternatively-used houses,
such as Foreman House. Foreman
House, located next to Fink House,
previously used to house visiting art
professors, but now seven residents
lucked out with wood floors, large
rooms and a nonfunctioning, yet
charming fireplace.
Some students who chose their
housing technically did so from the
very limited pool remaining. The
result is a number of seniors living in
housing generally thought to be more
acceptable for underclassmen with
fewer accumulated lottery points.
Rather than the normal senior
apartment, cottage or Old Kenyon
single, Peter Case ’08 ended up in
a double on first floor Old Kenyon

with a randomly chosen roommate.
Nonetheless, he was not too upset. “I
was hoping to get a single,” said Case,
“but I’ll probably be able to move
into one second semester, so it’s not
that big of a deal.”
“It makes me sad to hear that in
the lottery system students sat there for
hours, and that it was such a scary
and frustrating experience,” said Dugas. “Where you live is so vital to how
successful you are at school.”
The Dean of Residential Life’s
primary goal was to keep roommate
pairs together and to maintain a
strong sense of residential community per hall, house or apartment.
A s s en i o r s l a s t y e a r f a miliarly dismissed the panic,
for the first time in se vera l
years, the Kenyon Admissions has
stayed true to their promise to admit
a smaller class than the year before.
“In the future, I want to try to miti-

gate the number of summer-housed
students,” said Dugas.
“I anticipate housing will be
tight in the next few years,” she said,
but the college is planning two new
residence halls that will “help to alleviate the housing crunch felt this
year.” Dugas said that the proposed
building plans currently await approval by the Board of Trustees.
Several students were cited for
paying for a registered roommate to
live elsewhere in order to live two
to a triple or one to a double. While
several more students suspiciously
have not yet stopped by the Office
of Residential Life to pick up their
keys, Dugas positively opts to assume
the best of Kenyon students. “Maybe
they just haven’t been using them,”
she said, “but the key thing there is
integrity.” Students found violating
contract occupancy statements will
face judicial sanctions.
The College granted 42 students
the ability to live off-campus this academic year, whereas in normal years
only about 10 or 15 gain permission.
According to Dugas, applicants must
“have a high GPA” and be generally
“upstanding community citizens,”
limiting the privilege to those without histories of College probation.
Dugas credits her office team
with the creative configurations
achieved this summer, and particularly Comp Records Supervisor and
Housing Process Coordinator Cathy
Kempton. “She was excellent at balancing the needs of the campus,” she
said. “She kept every student’s story
at the front of her mind.”
Last year, before leaving Kenyon, former Dean of Residential
Life George Barbuto devised the new
housing lottery, a one-day process,
hoping to address the past years’
regular housing shortages.

Threats: most students
unconcerned about safety
CONTINUED from page 1

“It was really Ron Griggs at LBIS
whose knowledge and experience
traced the e-mail back to its origins,”
said Director of Campus Safety Bob
Hooper. “The maintenance department was also a huge help in spreading
the word, knocking on people’s doors
and going room to room.”
The response team alerted the
College community via campus e-mail,
mass voicemails and personal contact
in classrooms, residences and offices.
Last week, those concerned about
their safety were given the option of
leaving their buildings. Updates on
the investigation were conveyed to students, faculty and staff as they were received, and the campus remained calm
while all buildings were searched by
firefighters, officials from the office of
campus safety and maintenance crews.
Residence halls and academic buildings
were the first to be searched.
“We typically disseminate this
sort of important information using

Fortnightly emails,” said Director of
Public Affairs Shawn Presley. “When
you see an email of that sort, you should
recognize it as something official you
should read.”
This week, however, students were
evacuated from Ascension, the science
quad and the library without choice.
“I was in the middle of an experiment!” said Sarah Holzman ’08, after
being told to leave the science quad.
“It’s not for class, but it’s disappointing
because I was right in the middle.”
The discovery of an abandoned
package in Farr Hall led to an evacuation being ordered for all buildings
along the east side of Gaskin Avenue
between Wiggin and Brooklyn streets.
The buildings were reopened when a
College employee identified the box
as harmless.
“Although we suspected it to be
a hoax, that doesn’t diminish the way
we respond to bombs,” said Presley.
“We also run a risk of panic when
considering evacuation and given the

generic, unspecific nature of the threat,
we chose not to evacuate the campus
at large. ”
“Farr Hall was the only place
we found something,” said Hooper,
“but it was eventually accounted for.
If the e-mail had been building- or
time-specific, we would have actually
evacuated.”
Students on the whole seemed
unconcerned, both last night and last
week. Many admitted to simply closing
their doors or staying in class, having
experienced similar bomb threats in
high school or elsewhere.
“I just think it was someone who
applied to all those schools and didn’t
get in,” said Diana Aruguello ’10.
According to Thomas Au ’08, he
was told by an officer outside Ransom
Hall that last night’s activity was merely
a training session—although the College sent an e-mail less than an hour
later that it was indeed a bomb threat.  
“I wouldn’t be so worried,” he
said.
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Schermer on sabbatical, Metcalf named interim director
By TeddY EisMeier
Staff Writer
Dr. Tracy Schermer, who
ser ved as the medical doctor
for the Kenyon student body
for 27 years without a break,
will be on sabbatical for the
2007-2008 academic year.
In addition to his primar y role as campus physician,
S chermer wa s the Co l le g e’s
director of Health Services and
assisted the other emergency
ser vices on campus, the College Township Volunteer Fire
Department and the office of
Campus Safety.
S chermer worke d extensively with sports teams, attending sporting events and
assisting Kenyon’s sports medicine team.
In a recent e-mail interview
with the Collegian, Schermer
discussed the College’s plans

to fill his position at the health
center during his leave.
The Co l le g e ha s name d
Nurse Practitioner R eb e c ca
Metcalf as the interim director of health services, Schermer said. Metcalf will replace
Schermer as the College’s primar y me d ica l staff memb er
during his leave.
Metcalf praised Schermer
for his commitment to serving
Kenyon students.
“He’s g iven blood, sweat
and tears,” Metcalf said. “He often came in at 2 a.m. to suture
patients. I don’t know how he
did it all alone.”
Schermer said that two local doctors will assist the nurse
practitioner with provid ing
hea lth care c overa g e to the
student body this year.
Doctors William Elder and
Brad Smith ’87 will come to

campus on a part-time basis on
Monday afternoons and Friday
mornings. Smith will also work
at the physician’s office in the
KAC to assist the athletic
teams on Wednesday.
Two part-time, certified
nurse practitioners will collaborate with the regular physicians.
Th e am o unt o f m e d i ca l
coverage will be the same, but
the changes in personnel will
affect students who require certain prescriptions, Metcalf said.
The nurse practitioners cannot
write prescriptions for addictive or controlled substances,
includ ing A D D me d ication
and narcotic painkillers.
“Students who need ADD
meds, for example, will need to
come in when the doctors are
in,” Metcalf said. “ We ask that
students make appointments.

New policies introduce
party monitors, open parties
By DAyne baughman
Editor-in-Chief
Two new policies governing parties at Kenyon have been
a d d e d to th i s y e ar ’s stu d ent
handbook , chang ing the way
that Kenyon students register
parties and effectively banning
hard liquor from Kenyon parties.
Th e S enat e a n d St u d ent
Council approved the policies,
titled “Alcoholic Beverages” and
“Social Events and Parties”, last
year making them official rules
o f Keny on C o l l e g e . Stu d ent
g o vernm ent rep re s entati ve s ,
however, had little choice in the
matter, according to Brendan
Mysliwiec ’08, who ser ved as
the junior class representative
to Senate last year.
“It seemed to me, as a member of Senate, that the Dean
proposed two options,” Mysliwiec said. “ The first was that
we adopt the new party policy,
which she created with the input
of students. … The second was
that security remain omni-present at the parties. We chose, in
short, the lesser of two evils.”
Dean of Students Tammy
Gocial, however, said that the
policies was created with the
best interest of students in mind.
“It’s all about safety and responsibility,” she said.
According to Gocial, under
the previous policies governing
registered events did not actually allow alcohol to be served.
They also did not allow all-campus parties. Students who were
holding parties were required
to provide a g uest list for all
parties.
The new policies establish
“open” parties, which are defined as parties of more than

20 people and do not need to
provide a guest list. In the past,
Gocial said, students would photocopy the College’s directory as
their guest list. The new policies
eliminate the need for this.
At all open parties, six students will act as party monitors,
making sure that the party is under control and that no students
are dangerously intoxicated. If
such a situation presents itself, it
will be the party monitor’s duty
to alert the party host that there
is a situation and then the party
host will call security.
Events with fewer than 20
people can be reg istered, but
still require a guest list. Groups
as small as four people will have
to register their events if they
include alcohol.
Pr o b l e m s a r i s e w i t h t h e
open/closed part y rule when
stu d ents p lan an e vent wi th
fewer than 20 people, but end
up with more people at their
party than they intended. No
closed party may have more than
twenty people in attendance.
Closed parties that end up with
more than 20 people are subject
to being broken up by security.
The d istinction b et we en
open and closed events is important because open events require
party monitors whereas closed
events do not.
According to Gocial, students are going to have to learn
to turn people away from their
parties. “Students are going to
have to learn to say ‘no,’” she
said.
Under the new polic y, all
par ties are a llowe d a cer ta in
amount of beer and wine, but no
registered parties are allowed to
serve hard liquor. Open parties
are allowed a maximum of five

kegs or their equivalent in wine
or cases of beer.
Party monitors are culled
from all of the groups on campus
who normally have parties—including fraternities and sororities, the swim and rugby teams
and beer and sex advisors—and
any students who wish to volunteer. The students, who were
trained last week, are entered
into a pool and then assigned to
specific weekends. No student
may be a party monitor at a party
that is hosted by an organization
with which they are affiliated.
Administrators have been
holding information sessions
with students around campus.
Bexle y and Ne w Apar tments
C A s Ne i l Jo hn s t o n ’ 0 8 a n d
Gwen Faulkner ’08 had Gocial
come to talk with their residents.
“I decided that I should have
Dean Gocial come and explain
the new party policy because I
was not comfortable explaining
[the new policies] since I did
not know it that well,” Johnston said. “Since she was on the
committee I felt that she would
be able to explain it well and
it was important that the New
Apartments and Bexley residents
know the party policy.”
Informational sessions covered a number of topics according to Johnston, and the students
had many questions.
In the end, Gocial said she
believes that while the policy is
about student safety, it falls to
students make sure their friends
are being safe. “You should always be watching friends, and
making sure they aren’t going to
far,” Gocial said. “We never want
to have another alcohol related
death at Kenyon.”

We won’t refuse walk-ins, but
appointments make their waiting time less.”
Metcalf also added that the
last appointment of the day will
be seen at 4:30 p.m. and that
she can be contacted in case of
emergency.
The former College physician also indicated that Kenyon students can expect some
changes at the campus health
center.
“The College and the new
administration of the center are
making a number of changes
that hopefully meet the needs
and the requests of the students,” Schermer said. “ They
will be addressing some of the
concerns expressed by students
toward the end of my time at
Kenyon.”
Metcalf said that Schermer
was likely alluding to the Col-

lege’s long-term plan to build a
new health center on campus.
“Most of the students will
not see major changes to the
Health Center,” Metcalf said.
Schermer said that he plans
to return to campus in late August, close to the beginning of
the school year.
Metcalf said that Schermer
is technically on sabbatical and
that he will return to Kenyon
as a full-time employee next
year.
“ We’re counting on him,”
Metcalf said. “He’ll be back as
director of the Health Center.
That’s what I have understood
as acting director.”
Schermer said that he is
currently working at an under-ser ved Indian reser vation
near Fort Belknap, Montana,
homeland to the Assiniboine
and Gros Ventre Indians.

Denham Sutcliffe
Used Bookstore
closed to house
SAC
By Diana Arguello
Staff Writer
Kenyon’s Denham Sutcliffe Used Bookstore closed this
summer after operating for two years. The building , which once
housed the bookseller, is now home to part of Kenyon’s Student
Activities Center personnel.
The bookshop, named after a professor of English who
taught at Kenyon in the 1950s and 60s, functioned without
employees manning cash registers. It depended, instead, on the
honor system: students could enter the building, browse and take
a few books, leaving their money in a slot in one of the shop’s
doors. Cameras placed on site proved that the system was not effective, according to Assistant Dean of Students Tacci Smith.
“Not a lot of people went in there, and not a lot of people
paid for the books,” she said.
According to Chief Business Officer Dave McConnell, the
bookstore made only $500 last year and had already “lived its useful cycle.” He said that the administration, having added many
new positions, was “extremely short on office space … and the
most practical place [to put overflow] was Denham Sutcliffe.”
The Student Activities Center comprises several functions
including academic advising , athletics, career development and
the international students’ office. Smith said that major motivations for moving several divisions into the former bookshop
were the demand for space and more comfortable settings for
students.
Originally, stressed students seeking academic advising and
those excited about study abroad or athletic careers were all
came to the same place. “When people come up for academic
advising … some people are happy and excited and others come
in serious,” said Smith, creating an uncomfortable environment
for students with varying agendas. The Student Activities Center
offices now include a porch, a lobby and space where students
can do homework and chat with administrators.
The Student Affairs Center (SAC) and four deans’ offices retained their central location in the house by Middle
Ground.
As for the used books donated to Denham Sutcliffe? They
can be found in the College bookstore.
—With additional reporting by Sarah Friedman.
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Bookstore changes garner mixed reactions

By Naomi Blaushild
Staff Writer
The Kenyon Bookstore has undergone several renovations for the
start of this semester, generating mixed
reactions among students and members
of the Gambier community.
The decision to renovate was
made last spring after former bookstore manager Jack Finefrock retired.
The search for a replacement invited
proposals for renovations from Follett
and Barnes & Noble, which has a college division.
“Each wanted to make major
improvements to the store because it …
needed a fresher look” and was “inefficient in many ways,” McConnell said.
After hearing the proposals, Kenyon decided to keep the bookstore
under the College’s management but
to address the concerns revealed in the
process. According to McConnell, the
College will spend $200,000 to “freshen
up the store and focus on those areas that
we’re quite deficient in.”
“This is a work in progress,” said
Chief Business Officer Dave McConnell. “It’ll be a full year before we’re
done.”
•Textbooks move upstairs
The most noticeable and immediate change is the relocation of textbooks
from the basement to the back of
the bookstore. Though it displaces a
popular study space, the move allows
students to shop for textbooks in a less
crowded area during regular bookstore
hours, rather than restricted textbook
department hours: from 8:30 a.m.-4:30
p.m. Monday through Friday.
According to McConnell, the de-

cision to combine the bookstore and the
textbook department, eliminating the
need for students to leave the bookstore
to access the textbook department, arose
from practicality and was intended to
make the store “more inviting.”
“Moving the textbooks upstairs
was awesome, because we’re not all
crowded downstairs,” said Kes Schroer
’08. “That seemed like it could be a
fire hazard.”
McConnell said he believes that
the wider aisles and new indoor location
of the textbook department have been
appreciated by students, and that 15
hours each day to buy textbooks instead
of eight is a huge improvement.
For Emma Reidy ’08, however,
moving the textbooks destroyed what
used to be the only place she would
study besides her room. “It’s not conducive to studying anymore,” she said.
“[The back room] used to be a study
room; now it’s more of a store—it’s a
way different environment.”
Darlene Russell, interim textbook
department manager and employee of
20 years, said that the textbooks have
“very likely found a new home upstairs,”
although they will be consolidated after
the first few weeks of the semester until
the shipment of second semester books
arrives. She, like McConnell, said she
feels that the accessibility provided by
evening and weekend hours are a “big
plus for students to get textbooks.”
McConnell said that once consolidated, the vacated space will become
a “multipurpose place” for author
signings and readings that have been
scheduled for September.
According to McConnell, the
basement that formerly housed the
textbooks will now be used for storage.

•Children’s reading area replaces castle
The children’s castle, which had
been present for more than 20 years, has
been removed from the bookstore and
replaced by a small children’s area with
seats, a colorful carpet and a play table.
“[The castle] was a thing of my
childhood and I was sad to see it go,” said
Megan Wilhelm ’10, whose family lived
in Mount Vernon when she was younger and continued to visit the bookstore
after moving. “I understand why they
did it … the front is a lot more open,” she
said, but “that’s what I remember from
when I was little. … This was always the
bookstore with the castle.”
According to McConnell, the
bookstore will be introducing a Saturday-morning story hour for children
in coordination with the writer’s group
from Kenyon Review Associates. Because the old children’s literature area
was a big draw for the community, McConnell said, the new plan intentionally
created a similar space.
•More renovations, relocations
to follow
Other changes that took place in
the first wave of renovations include the
movement of the cash registers to the
left side of the store. McConnell said
that the employees got “blasted by cold
weather in their old position” in front of
the doors, and that the relocation allows
them to oversee the store and provide
assistance to lost customers.
One of the old offices in back
will become a meeting room in which
students, faculty and community residents can schedule meetings for up
to two hours, and there is now also
music playing in the front section of the

store, which McConnell said could be
expanded if things change. The back
room will remain a quiet study area.
“People can study wherever they’re most
comfortable,” he said.
According to McConnell, new
flooring and lighting will be installed
over the next year, and that the next
major wave of renovations will probably
occur during Thanksgiving break or
between semesters, including a convenience store cooler for beverages that
will eliminate the individual machines.
Eventually, art supplies will go
in the back by the books, clothing will
move to the front and the food and
health and beauty products will move
to the current clothing section. Other
possibilities for the future include incorporating an ice cream shop and bakery
unit into the convenience store area.
“If it’s going to be a student center
and our community center, I think it’s
very important for all of us to increase
the level of programming and activities
in the store,” said McConnell. “That’s
one of my goals for this year.”
•Changes incur feelings of progress, loss of character
While there have been positive
reactions to some of the bookstore’s
physical changes, various students and
community members have commented
that the renovations affect the overall
character of the bookstore.
“Generally speaking we’ve had
very positive feedback. You know a few
people don’t like the changes but on
balance the vast, vast majority [do],” said
McConnell. “Some folks who weren’t
sure about things in the beginning have
decided that it works much better.”
McConnell said that “people

love the awnings,” to the point
where the Village Market might follow
suit. “The awnings are phenomenal,”
said Mollie Hart ’10.
“It feels a little sterile now, but I
am pleased with some of the changes
… I think it’s easier to find things,” said
Schroer, who misses the colorful mittens
that used to hang from the ceilings and
what she called the general clutter. “I
feel like the bookstore is trying to cater
better to Kenyon students, but in the
process we’re losing some of the things
that made us really unique.”
Reidy said that she understands
the need for progress, but that the
bookstore now seems like “less a place
for students to be, and more a place to
buy products.”
“I don’t think it feels as homey,
and it doesn’t feel like our bookstore
as much,” said Liz Anderson ’10. “I’ve
heard other people say that it feels more
corporate now, and I agree with that.”
Bill Lee, an Apple Valley resident
and bookstore patron since 1992, said,
“I liked it the way it was, but I don’t fault
Kenyon for trying to make changes that
improve efficiency and better income.”
Lee said he feels that having the
textbook department upstairs showcases the “great studies that Kenyon
offers.”
Schroer, who returned to Gambier this fall after spending a full year
abroad, said, “It’s not the bookstore I
remembered or wanted to come back
to, but I still felt like it was mine.”
Many bookstore employees were
reluctant or refused to comment regarding the recent changes the bookstore has
undergone.
—With additional reporting by
Sarah Friedman.

Beer in the ’bier: Great Lakes Brewing Co.’s Elliot Ness
By Jay Ulwick
Staff Writer
For the first column of the year, I’d like to extend hearty congratulations and a welcome to the Class of 2011, which I hope is full of (future) beer drinkers. To recap the purpose of this column ever
so briefly, I began reviewing beers last year in the hopes that I might inspire some of Kenyon’s best and brightest to take a nice afternoon out on the quad to enjoy some of the finer brews available around
Kenyon’s campus, or to venture into one of our fine drinking establishments for a cold pint of relaxation. As my first column’s writing falls on a worker’s dream holiday, Labor Day, I decided to hit the
old standby, The Village Market, for a sampling of darker beer in the hopes that it will usher along the fall season and the beautiful changing colors of Kenyon’s campus.
For the picky beer drinker, the Market has an impressive selection of seasonal, import and domestic offerings. Everything from old hat beers connected to the Flying Dog label to Dogfish Head
four-packs brewed not far from my home in Maryland find their way to the gently refrigerated section in the Market’s brightly lit aisles. My first week back thus far has been hectic, so when I chose this
week’s beer, I wanted something to help me relax and to ease the reminiscence I looked forward to partaking in with my friends about our first weeks here almost three years ago. In the spirit of that
reminiscence, I chose a beer that I have had before but had never written about. A sure thing, so to speak. As it is made right here in Ohio, I had been denied its taste all summer, and I must say: it’s great
to be back at Kenyon. Without further ado, to the beer!
This Week’s Brew: Great Lakes Brewing Co.’s Elliot Ness Lager
When considering a beer to pick up for this week’s review, I knew I wanted something dark. With a weekend spent in Boston and the cool air (hopefully!) coming our way from the Great White
North, I wanted to ring in the changing season with a dark brew that will typically do better in colder weather. Cracking open one of the dark brown bottles, I poured it into my favorite pint glass and
started in.
Brewed in this state by the Great Lakes Brewing Company from Cleveland (go Indians!), this beer boasts a 6.2% ABV (alcohol by volume), a bit higher than your average American-made lager—so
be forewarned, this brew packs a bit of a punch! This Vienna lager poured a deep amber color with a sustained head that lingered long after pouring, leaving traces along the glass as I drank it. The bubble
movement was very minimal, the depth of the dark beer concealing any obvious carbonation rising to the surface.
Held up to the light, it took on a slightly copper color but remained fairly opaque. The aroma gained from sniffing along the edge of the pint glass was sweet, uncharacteristically so for a beer I
knew to be on the bitter side of the spectrum. Traces of fig, malt and especially raisin found their way through the back of my nose, all in all giving a fairly complex first impression. The smells offered a
conundrum: How could a bitter lager produce sweet smells? I placed that in the back of my mind, yet to weigh it as positive or negative, as I took my first sip.
At first taste, it all came back. Elliot Ness has been one of my favorite brews since I started drinking beer, and it remains one of my favorites because of its taste. It is thick without being syrupy, dark
while still maintaining a dry finish. The malty aftertaste mixes delightfully with the initial taste of the foam, which can sometimes result in rapid consumption. Continuing down the pint glass, I found
the taste does not deteriorate with slight warming of temperature nor with “settling” as with some lesser beers. The taste remains consistent throughout the pint, the hint of caramel in the front of the
tongue unusual for a dark beer, but enticing nonetheless.
When comparing notes with a number of my friends who tried the beer, we found the taste to be considerably more long-lasting than many beers we had drunk before, encouraging more consumption of the same beer (to preserve the taste) and discouraging any other beers (this unique taste tends to clash with lighter, more watery beers). Elliot Ness is an excellent standby for an early evening, a
lazy afternoon and anywhere in between. The drinkability of this beer is through the roof: it blesses the mouth with a creamy texture and a sweet, unique taste. It goes down smoothly with a slight spice
aftertaste and then leaves the mouth wanting more.
All in all, I cannot recommend Elliot Ness enough. It is named after the man who caught Al Capone; Great Lakes certainly did well in picking a legendary lawman for their legendary beer.
Check back next week, beer fans, as the Gambier Grill (Cove) and the Village Inn reopen for business, and I return to the great drinking halls of Kenyon’s past, present and future. Say it with me,
you old vets: as always, enjoy your beer!
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Security Officer for a Day

Sex & the Country

By Sarah Friedman
Features Editor

by sivan Vainer
Guest Columnist

My foray into the world of a Kenyon Campus Safety Officer began at the first major gathering
under the new party policy. At 10 p.m. last Saturday night, Officer Greg vonFreymann, Officer
JP Downes and I pulled up to a troupe of argyled “pros” awaiting their “hoes” at the Delt Lodge.
Downes checked the IDs of the party hosts and monitors against his list before vonFreymann led
them downstairs to the empty bar, where he verified the keg numbers and explained the party
regulations. He warned the monitors against high schoolers and underage drinkers, urging them
not to hesitate to assert their authority. That said, and the sandwich tray-trademark of registered
parties set up, everyone nodded agreement and Security left the party to its own devices.
Then our real work started. We drove around campus in the Office of Campus Safety’s one
vehicle, snaking from north campus to south to the Brown Family Environmental Center to E.
Wiggin Street and all through Gambier. Although not all buildings on the route are College
property, vonFreymann includes them in the patrol as a courtesy to professors in the area. He
looks for anything out of the ordinary, from students passed out in bike shacks to open doors
after midnight. Averaging 18 mph, the Office’s one vehicle still racks up to 35,000 miles a year.
The drive seems monotonous, and vonFreymann agrees that his job is “feast or famine”—the
campus may lie quiet for hours until three urgent calls come in simultaneously.
To break up the tedium of our patrol, vonFreymann told me stories that popped the Kenyon
bubble. A lot happens on campus that the Office of Campus Safety protects us students from
seeing. Busting parties is a much smaller part of a security officer’s job than the average party-going Kenyon student might think. Although that is when officers are most visible to students, the
officers’ main goal is to protect students, not ruin their fun. The officers spend so much time on
campus that a “vested interest with students, faculty and staff ” comes naturally, said vonFreymann.
He added that it is easy for students and officers to become friends when they are interacting in
the social environment of weekend nights—plus, he said, drinking can be funny.
The job is nevertheless arduous. The shifts are from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., 3 p.m. to 11 p.m. and
11 p.m. to 7 a.m., which means that for eight hours at a time security officers are in motion.
I experienced the night shift’s concurrent exhaustion first-hand with Campus Safety Officer
Carol Brown, who allowed me to accompany her as she locked up the academic buildings of
southwest campus. By midnight, all 70 buildings and their internal doors must be locked; for
one person, this task takes about an hour and a half. Besides the inherent boredom of such a
job, the empty buildings are spooky, and a late-night campus walk must be excruciating in the
midst of winter.
We found a rare bit of excitement in Hanna, where two underage girls were drinking beer
in the hallway. Because it was the first weekend of the semester and everyone’s slates were clean,
Brown invoked the Good Samaritan Policy and let the girls pour out the beer.
At the end of their shifts, the officers hang up the enormous key rings they carry in the floorto-ceiling key cabinet. They write reports that are then reviewed by secretaries and sent to the
College’s deans. The next day is the same thing—but every officer I talked to enjoyed the work.
Whether surveying the grounds by car at 18 mph or traipsing up and down the beer-soaked
staircases of the southern dorms, the officers’ priority is looking after the best interests of the
Kenyon community—students included.

What does it mean to “date like a guy” and why is it so appealing? I have heard pop culture figures
from Carrie Bradshaw of Sex and the City to Lauren from The Hills mention the need for women to act
more like men—to be less emotionally invested and more casual. What romantic relations come down to
at Kenyon is how the person on the receiving end feels. I have seen too many female friends get stuck in
the “just friends” zone, even when they are sure there is more. Why is the mutual emotional connection
so rare? Of course, if feelings of admiration and respect are not reciprocated, then it is unlikely that a
healthy relationship can ensue. Even though we all know what a healthy relationship looks like, emotions
get in the way of our better judgment. After getting our hearts broken, we often get the message that
acting more like a stereotypical college guy is better—or at least less painful. From an outside perspective
it is easy to see easygoing, fun, free-from-messy-emotions relations. For some, that is satisfying enough;
for most, it is not. Though some women may envy men and their ability to not get hurt, there are many
men and women I have met who avoid commitment out of fear. They have gotten hurt in the past and
that is why they act as they do. Often, the “fun” they seem to be having is merely a façade to avoid being
vulnerable again. I hope that any of us who have felt envious of the way guys act in relationships can
stop being hard on ourselves and realize what is really going on.
Though men and women are different biologically, I believe it is our culture that puts pressure on
both sexes. Men are not encouraged to be caring and sensitive, women are not encouraged to be sexually
active or alone. So when we fail to fit in with social expectations, we look enviously at the other side. Since
the social expectations of men and women are so different in the dating world, we see what men do and
associate it with their gender. But what are they really doing that we admire? They are able to have fun,
meet people and not be constantly disappointed. They do not have standards that are nearly as high and
fitting into the idea of a successful college male does not include being in a relationship. The pressure to
be part of a “we” is so much stronger for females that it takes all the joy out of socializing.
Whenever women are discussing a particularly attractive single male, there is usually a point when
someone asks why he doesn’t have a girlfriend yet. The conclusion is usually that his single status is due
to his own choice—his lack of desire to commit, or maybe that he is not interested in women. Whatever
the reason, people assume there is a reason. When a woman is single, however, rarely do I hear people
suggest that it was her choice to be so.
I do not like or agree with the set standards, but I do believe it is important to acknowledge them
as the first step towards knocking them down. The real issue is not of gender but of resisting social
constraints and being confident in who we are. We need to take the pressure off ourselves and do what
we want. We need to realize that those of us brave enough to go out on a limb and genuinely care about
someone else are actually a heck of a lot braver than those of us committing the random acts of “intimacy” we witness on the dance floor in the basement of Old Kenyon on a Saturday night. So when an
opportunity for intimacy presents itself, we should not run away because we fear getting hurt. People
will still get hurt. As the ones running away, we may be saving our own feelings but perpetuating the
cycle by hurting others.
Before all of us who have been heartbroken in the past go out and embrace the seemingly easy
lifestyles we admire, let’s think about what we really want. This is what I want: to forget social pressures
and to forget what others think. I want to go out, be honest and real, get to know people as myself and
follow my gut. Hopefully, it will all work out.

Gambier Grillin’
Students
Question

Faculty & Staff

vs.

Adam Shoop ’09

Brian Henderson ‘10

Pam Jensen, Political Science

Banana.

Mangoes.

Bananas.

For what was the
element polonium
named?

Poland.

Polonius from Shakespeare.
Actually, Poland because of
what’s-her-face.

In Montreal, it is
illegal to do what in
the rain?

Sing.

Spooning.

What is the greatest
distance someone has
moonwalked in a day?

50 feet

13 miles

Name one past
nickname for The
Upside-Down Tree.

Total Correct

What is the most
consumed fruit in
the world?

April Farmer, administrative assistant

Correct
Answer

Bananas.

The banana.

Pass.

Poland, Marie
Curie’s native
country.

Tap dance.

Sing.

Water a garden.

10.5 miles

1 mile

30.6 miles.

Umbrella Tree.

The Makeout Session
Tree.

The Weeping Tree.

The Umbrella Tree.

The Kissing Tree,
The Talking Tree,
The Umbrella Tree.

Three.

One and a half.

One.

Two.

Polonius in Hamlet.
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Denham Who gave away the safe space?
Sutcliffe’s
second
demise
Kenyon is bursting at the seams:
dormitories are full, class sizes keep
increasing and now we have begun
cannibalizing space to house our
ever-expanding administration.
The Student Affairs Center has
grown this year to the point
where their Gaskin Avenue
office can no longer contain
its girth. The office has now
been split in two, its members occupying both the office it has used for years and
now the former Denham
Sutcliffe Bookstore, which
the administration decided
to close because, according
to Chief Business Officer
Dave McConnell, it had
“lived its useful cycle.”
In an interview with the Collegian, McConnell said that Denham
Sutcliff made only $1,000 last year.
That may seem like small change,
until once recognizes that the
bookstore sold books for 50 cents
for a paperback and a dollar for a
hardcover edition, meaning it sold
between 500 and 1,000 editions
last year.
Regardless of how much money
the bookseller made, McConnell’s
reasoning sets a scary precedent.
Does everything at Kenyon come
down to dollars and cents? It seems
plausible when viewed alongside the
other moves the College has made
recently.
The trustees set an admissions target of 460 students for
the class of 2011, when last year a
College-sponsored task force said
we should only be admitting 435
students. That move garnered the
College around $1.125 million in
extra funds and forced students
into the basements of Bushnell and
Manning.
The housing crunch, which has
persisted now for as long as any student still on campus can remember,
had become so bad that the administration has even turned rooms that
have traditionally served the good
of the entire campus into spaces for
only one or two studnts. Administrators have turned the saferoom in
the Unity House, a space where any
student used to be able to go when
they needed a temporary refuge,
and the Crozier Center library into
rooms for students.
Is money the motivation for
trading away the little things, like
Denham Sutcliffe or the castle in
the bookstore, that made Kenyon
unique and is it the motivation
for burdening our already overcrowded campus with even more
students. We at the Collegian hope
that, despite recent evidence, this
is not so.

staff editorial



BY IESIA WEST
Guest Columnist
When I was first asked to write
this article, there were a million
and one things I wanted to “put on
blast” about the decision to summer house a student in the Safe
Space Room in the Unity House.
I wanted every reader to be angry,
to feel disrespected, to see that the
administration was inconsiderate of
the students, and ultimately to want
to fight the choice that was made.
Then it hit me that I was judging people and stirring up my and
others’ emotions, all while secretly
planning an attack based largely on
assumptions and accusations. All of
these things are exactly what I work
against in my role as co-manager

of the Unity House and board codirector. I realized how many other
students were doing that upon hearing that “our Safe Space was taken
away from us.”
In order not to produce an
opinion for public consumption
that was based on he said/she said,
I dug a little deeper into the issue.
After doing some research and asking many questions of Dean Tammy
Gocial, Dean Jane Martindell,
Dean Chris Kennerly, and Dean
Alicia Dugas. I became aware of the
facts and where things went wrong
in the process.
In my opinion, I believe that
much of the heat and outrage
surrounding this issue stems from
the fact that people simply do not
know exactly what happened, why
it happened and how it happened.
I understand why people are upset
when they have very minimal information to base their opinions
on, because I fell victim to that.
But now I understand both the
other side and how important it
is for a student to have a place to
lay their head every night. The
administration tried on many, many

levels before placing someone in
the space. I did not know this until
this past Monday, but before I even
arrived back on campus, I was ready
to bang down somebody’s door and
tell them how wrong they were in
their decision.
This situation that we have
been placed in is one of change,
flexibility and a touch of creativity,
not intentional disrespect, inconsideration or harm to any members
of the Kenyon community. The
administration had a job to do in
making sure that every student had
a place to call home. If we are so
adamant about having a Safe Space
Room, then now it is our job to
make sure that a Safe Room Space
still exists even if it is not the one
that was created initially.
On behalf of myself and the
other co-mangers and Unity House
Board Co-directors, we will make
it our immediate goal to provide a
space in the house that is available
to any student, at any time, that
needs a temporary place of refuge
and comfort in the event that they
feel threatened, on the basis of their
sexuality, for any reason at all.

I spent a summer with Res-Life

BY LESLIE PARSONS
News Editor
This summer, I was the “enemy.”
I was hired at the Office of Residential Life, a term which in my time at
Kenyon is often heard as the suffix to
one expletive or another. I assisted
in filling out room condition reports,
which are the long pieces of carboncopy paper that students are given
when moving into their rooms, in
order to record damages to the room
that had been caused by its previous
occupant. During the weeks I spent
working for Res-Life, I went to almost every room on campus and saw
many things, some more surprising
than others.
It didn’t surprise me much that
some of the various division rooms
on the south quad were in disrepair,
the smell of beer and sweat still lingering, though the rooms had not
been occupied for a month by the

time I went to inspect them. The
all-female halls were almost pristine
and smelled of nothing, which was a
welcome relief in my line of work.
The surprises came when I ventured to the north part of campus,
realizing that the closer the room I
was inspecting was to the art building, the more likely it was to be
artistically, though against college
regulation-ly, decorated. I discovered
the wonders of the new mattresses
that the college has ordered for
some of the rooms, made entirely of
memory foam and completely bedbug resistant. I also discovered that
security and the local sheriff find it
very suspect if you move mattresses
in the middle of the night on top
of your tiny Dodge Neon, even
though you have all the necessary
permission.
The thing I found most surprising working in the office this
summer, however, was that the assumptions about Res-Life that are
held by most students are completely
opposite to what is true.
Many assume that the office is
uncaring and unsympathetic to the
wants of students regarding housing.
I personally saw the efforts of all the
employees of that office, toiling over
a massive list of summer-housed students and a limited list of available

spaces. I heard phones ringing incessantly with calls from concerned
parents and irritable students.
When Res-Life tries to house
all students and has to create new
rooms, they aren’t just looking for
a place with a ceiling and a door. I
found the created rooms to be the
same as any other room in a given
dorm, and I also found some to be
better than the average room. One
created room in Caples is an unusually large double with its own full
bathroom.
The issue of housing is certainly
touchy considering that where a
student is housed can greatly affect
that student’s entire year. I think,
however, that we are placing the
blame incorrectly. Res-Life is given a
list of people to house and buildings
to house them in.
Then who is to blame? Who
is making the decision to admit so
many students when our current
housing only allows for a limited
amount of students? If we follow the
chain of command high enough to
find the answers to these questions,
then what good does it serve? How
do we, as students, act as a catalyst
for change? I don’t have those answers, but I do know that it is counterproductive to place the blame on
the Office of Residential Life.
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ER visit serves as warning

By COLIN MAGUIRE
Guest Columnist
Welcome back to Gambier
and a special welcome to the class
of 2011! I wish I had met you all
at the “Life on the Hill” program
during orientation. I was supposed
to speak on behalf of Kenyon Men
for Social Responsibility. I would
have given you statistics from a
national study about sexual assault on college campuses and how
Kenyon’s estimated number for
the year would be over twenty.
I was going to tell you how
we should reduce that number to
zero and that men needed to do
their part by being respectful and
responsible towards women. Unfortunately, I got appendicitis.
At about 11 p.m. on Monday
I checked into the emergenc y
room at Lansing , Michigan Regional Medical Center’s South
Side hospital where the motto
goes something like: Shady Neighborhood, Great Care! I knew the
place, and the surgeon on staff had
saved my grandfather’s life just
a few years earlier, so I was very
comfortable.
The girl next to me was not
so lucky. The guy who brought her
in had found her unconscious on
a sidewalk outside of a bar in East
Lansing called Maggie’s, a popular
and fairly nice place frequented by
Michigan State students. She had
no I.D. on her and no purse or
cell phone. Her clothes, covered
in vomit, were cut off so that the
nurses could insert a catheter to
her bladder.
Was this a simple case of a
girl who had too much to drink?
Not according to her blood test,
which was relatively low. What
her tests did come back positive
for was GHB, the date rape drug.
I was in the ER for a good eight
hours and at around hour three
she woke up.
Her dehydrated voice complained about the painful catheter. The doctors asked her who
she was and where she lived. She
just continued to complain about
the pain. After about twenty min-

utes of this, her name (I will call
her Ann) and other information
started to trickle out. Ann is only
19 years old, the bar is 21 and up.
Ann lives in Ohio and is visiting
a friend who is nowhere to be
found. Ann thinks the name of
the bar she was at was Max’s. Ann
claims she does not drink and was
ordering Sprite and water all night
in order to be safe.
Ann is also very confused.
The last thing she remembers is
dancing. She does not have her
cell phone and does not know the
number of her friend in town. Her
mother has just moved and she
does not know her new number.
The only good thing that had
happened to her all night is that
some random guy got her to the
hospital and, according to the
doctors, probably saved her life.
The nightmare should be over.
Unfortunately, here is where the
real lesson begins.
In her anguish Ann refused
any examination, including a rape
kit. She did not cooperate with
the police officers who came to
take her statement, and was so
hostile to the hospital staff that
she was escorted off the premises
at 5 a.m. into the aforementioned
shady neighborhood, a place she
had never been before.
When I awoke to hear that
these events had transpired, I was
sad but hopeful. I felt that I was
meant to miss my talk in front of
you all so that I might experience
something infinitely more real.
This girl was careful and still had a
great tragedy befall her. Yet, when
I relayed this story to various female friends of mine they related
to Ann’s decisions. This scares me
immensely.
I would ask that you consider
the following : do not rely totally
on cell phones! Especially know
important numbers when you are
out of town. Watch out for your
friends and take care of each other.
As a rule, medical professionals
and (most) cops are good people
who are trained and willing to
help you. When you are in a dire
circumstance, your attitude is
the first thing that should go out
the window. Not all strangers are
bad. In fact, some of us are here
to help. Though Ann railed her
frustration against those unfamiliar hospital employees, it was
the kindness of a stranger that
allowed her to wake up from an
unthinkable nightmare.



We asked Kenyon Students what they think about the newly modified
Bookstore:

Caroline Strumph. 2010

“Where did the castle go? Fortunately there are new napkin dispensers
on the tables in Ernst, so I have something else to get excited about. The rest
of the bookstore is effective, I guess.”

Dave Brand, 2009

“The new arrangement appeals
to a much more mature and refined
clientelle. Personally, i miss the castle.”

Sarah Cohen, 2008

“Though it may be more effective
and it is nice to have the text books
upstairs, I do feel like it’s another attempt to sell Kenyon as a Middlebury,
Colgate or Bowdoin. If I wanted to go
to one of those schools I would’ve.”

Party policy fails to address core issue

by SARAH CARTER
Guest Columnist
Fall at Kenyon, with its influx
of new first-years, means many
things: endless reminders of what
is and is not “Kenyon,” constantly
mistaking new faces for friends
who’ve graduated or gone abroad
and parties packed with students
eager to make up for dry summers.
But the rowdy parties of first semester may be about to change:
Kenyon’s new party policy, which
requires students to register both
open and closed parties and puts
student party monitors in charge
of keeping parties in check, hopes
to harness underage drinking and
create a safer party atmosphere.
This new policy has sparked
a bevy of responses from students,
ranging from excited to livid. Some
have expressed their enthusiasm
with the administration’s willing-
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Start Writing.

ness to place more responsibility in
the hands of students, while others
worry that this new policy will
deaden parties at Kenyon.
My first worry upon hearing
about this new policy was that
the focus would be on the parties
themselves, as opposed to the individual students. Sure, it would be
great if Campus Safety never had
to shut down a party, but wouldn’t
it be better if we could halve the
number of alcohol-related hospital
runs? Pregaming, when underage
students drink copious amounts of
what is usually hard liquor to make
up for not being served at parties,
is a serious problem on campus and
one that often contributes to alcohol-related injuries and illness.
In replacing the role that
Campus Safety plays at parties
with student party monitors, the
policy hopes to make it easier for
students to be served beer at parties, and thus undercut the desire
to take eight shots of Jaeger before
heading out.
How effective will student
party monitors be? At big parties
it will be difficult to know what is
going on at all times, and students
who ser ved as party monitors
this past weekend said they felt as
though they weren’t sure what their
jobs entailed. That said, though, I
hope that if students replace Campus Safety as a presence at parties,
students will be more confident
that they will be served drinks and
will be less inclined to pregame
before going out.
Nevertheless, most students
I’ve talked to worry more about the
aspect of the policy that requires all
parties to be registered, regardless
of whether they are open or closed.
Open parties are parties open to
the entire campus, and closed parties are those parties defined as

gatherings of 20 people or less. If
closed parties are registered, Campus Safety will have no reason to
visit these parties (unless there is a
noise complaint), and party monitors are not sent to closed parties.
What students seem to fear is
the possibility of the administration knowing their business, but
what is most worrisome to me is
the prospect of a changing social
environment at Kenyon. One of
the things I boast about to friends
at home is how open Kenyon is,
and how people aren’t turned
away at parties. But I fear that this
might change in the wake of the
new policy, which puts the onus
on party hosts to keep their parties
small. And while I certainly don’t
condone wandering unannounced
into a stranger’s house and drinking their beverages or eating their
food, someone shouldn’t have to be
turned away because a party might
become five or six people too large
to remain closed.
I am excited to see that this
policy isn’t a “crackdown” in any
way, and that it recognizes the
realities of the social scene at
Kenyon. Putting responsibility in
the hands of students allows us to
take an active role in our community, and I would urge anyone still
unsure about the exact guidelines
in the policy to look it up on the
Kenyon website ( http ://www.
kenyon.edu/x7544.xml).
As for my worries ab out
whether or not this policy will
change the party environment
at Kenyon, I believe that how
we handle the policy is up to the
students. In the end, community
is really what is important here,
and I hope that our sense of community is strong enough to endure
a change in where and how we share
our drinks.



Arts

Gambier has always been home
to swimming champions, but it
now claims its own singing champion: Halle Gilligan, the 16-yearold daughter of Kenyon College
guidance consular Patrick Gilligan,
outshined the rest of the 14 to 18
age division to win the title of Mt.
Vernon Idol this August 11. The
Collegian got a chance to interview
our own blooming star and aspiring
Kenyon student.
When did you first start singing?
From the
time I c ou ld
open my mouth,
we did shows for
the family, and
I always got to
be the main performer.
Do you have
a favorite song?
Reba is my
favorite rig ht
now. I love “Forever Love,” and
“I Think I’m Going to Take that
Mountain” was
what I sang for
the win.
Ho w d i d
you choose the
right song for the
competition?
The crowd
could get into it
and it talks about
female empowerment. I’m really into girl power
(laughs). I like to choose songs that
relate to people and really connect
with the audience.
Do you ever write your own
songs?
My dad and I write together. He was in a band called “The
Grapes of Wrath” and we have a
bunch of awards in the basement
of these KFC-sponsored country
music events. We’re going to record
a demo—it’s kind of leaning towards
country. This one song, “If You
Wanna Be a Dancer” is all about
choosing what you want to be. I like
the connection with people the best
out of all of it.
Who’s your favorite actual
American Idol?
I like Kelly or Carrie Underwood. My favorites are really the
funny parts in the beginning though.
That’s when you get the William
Hungs.
So is music your favorite subject in school?
Actually, it’s psychology. I love
it. I think it’s more about finding
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Photography Exhibit Fuses
Strange and Familiar

your inner self and being able to
get out of the high school world to
something deeper.
Now that you’ve won Mt. Vernon Idol, is American Idol next?
Probably not. I want to be a
country singer or live in the country—and I really want to be a family
person. I’m a nanny and I’ve had
these kids for 2 years and I almost
feel like they’re my own—I hope
that doesn’t sound weird! I definitely
want to be family-oriented and if
I do decide to go
on I want to do
it the hard way,
doing demos and
working my way
up. It’s not that I
don’t have respect
for them—cause
they put up with
Simon. Anyone
who has the guts
to get up onstage
demands respect.
But you seem
so confident! Do
you still get nervous before going
onstage?
Mmmhmmm, I get the—
what do you call
them? —butterflies right before
we get on. I think
the cheerleading
helped me to get
in front of a crowd.
It’s so much easier
to perform for the big crowds of
people you don’t know than small
crowds of people you do. I couldn’t
do intermission in front of 20 people
and there was a little over a thousand
on idol and I didn’t flinch. I’ll sing in
the shower, or in the car with my dad,
but nowhere else really.
Who’s your personal idol?
My psychology teacher. She
told us the first day of school that
you’re born alone and you’re going
to die alone so you might as well love
yourself. I think it’s so true so any way
you can find to build self-confidence
I think is good.
Any words of advice for your
fans?
I would someday love to say
“GOOD NIGHT MT VERNON!” (laughs). I think I would
say no matter what find some way to
express yourself because it becomes
so much easier once you start and
you build so much more confidence
in yourself.
Article by Hannah Curran
Illustration by Ellie Jabbour
Photo by Patrick Gilligan

Ted Herod

Student looks at photographs in Olin Art Gallery

By Chelsea raflo
Guest Writer
“Vision and Communication:
Photographs by Ted Rice and Joshua
Touster,” Olin Art Gallery’s latest exhibition, on display until September 29,
features the work of two contemporary
artists who share a background in both
commercial and fine art photography.
According to the artists’ statement,
“divisions between artistic and commercial expression are real indeed, and yet in
practice, the two routinely overlap and
inform one another”; the line between
contemporary art and advertisement is
often blurred, especially in American
culture, where consumerist media
grows more and more pervasive. Rice
and Touster illustrate the relationship
between the two worlds through photos that seem to be less of a deliberate
experiment than a natural by-product
of their backgrounds and interests. As
a result, I don’t think either artist creates any groundbreaking new concepts.
What unifies the artists’ work is the
combination of professional quality and
raw emotion.
A native of Ohio, Rice covers a
wide range of subjects in his photographs. From stern-faced executives

to slack-jawed children, Rice’s main
interest—and strong suit—is portraiture. Even in the starkest of his
images, a certain tenderness shines
through, exposing the vulnerability of
each subject. Rice’s “What It Looks
Like” series depicts a woman with the
jagged scars of a mastectomy, but here
the images, which could seem shocking
or grotesque, are made delicate.
Rice’s compassion toward his subjects is also evident in “Postcards from
the Hedge,” a series of poignant scenes
that look as if they could be lifted
straight out of Rice’s family photo
album. While the concept itself is
ordinary, Rice infuses new energy into
a traditional theme by emphasizing its
familiarity and honesty. The same can
be said of Rice’s overall style: he doesn’t
try to be edgy, but the work is consistently beautiful and expressive.
If Rice’s talent lies in bringing out
the humanity of his subjects, Touster’s
lies in the distortion of his subjects, his
creation of a sense of the strange and
spectacular. His photographs are full of
dynamic action, isolating impeccably a
single moment from a frenzy of action.
The fish-eye lens effect and off-kilter
angles contribute to the surreal quality

of his photographs. Touster’s portraits
don’t try to enhance his subjects—his
grainy close-up shot of an emergency
room nurse, for example, is hardly
flattering—but instead to capture
them in unguarded moments and
let the story tell itself. “Interview” is
a perfect example of this, and stands
out as my favorite photograph of the
exhibition.
The idea of combining art and
advertising—or even juxtaposing the
two—did initially throw me off. Our
generation has developed a healthy
skepticism toward the tactics of commercials and magazines, and after
reading the artists’ statement, some
of the images began to look generic
or even manipulative. But for every
photograph that I could see as a background for a store-bought frame, there
is another that feels genuinely unique.
Overall, “Vision and Communication”
is definitely worth seeing, and it should
be interesting to hear Touster and Rice
discuss the influence of commercialism
in their own work.
The artists will hold a talk about
their work tonight at 7:30 in the Olin
Art Gallery.

MST3K Preview
For our first preview of the year,
I’ll clarify the premise of our little
student group and the show we love
to watch: Mystery Science Theater
3000, a television show which ran
from 1989 to 1999 and celebrated
mediocrity in cinema. A man and
his two “robots”—in this case, puppets cobbled together from random
household items—are, as part of
a mad science experiment, forced
by their captors to watch horrible
movies in a spaceship orbiting Earth.
To deal with this predicament,
these brave souls talk back to the
movies they are forced to endure;
the end result is funny and worth
discovering.
That having been said, this
week’s film, Squirm, is not a good

By Andrew Cunningham
Managing Editor
movie. A heavy rain brings down
a power line somewhere in backwoods Georgia, which then pumps
a whole lot of electricity into the
wet, worm-ridden ground. Instead
of killing these worms, though, the
electric current transforms them all
into insane, flesh eating, intelligent
super-worms, out to wreck the
sleepy shantytown of Fly Creek and,
basically, get all up in everybody’s
business.
The movie does have protagonists, a skinny Yankee antique enthusiast and his even skinnier redheaded
beanpole of a love interest, but it
doesn’t try very hard to make us care
about them. As a result, we don’t
care when their friends and families
get eaten and mutilated by worms,

or when the worms make a tree fall
on the redhead’s house, or when her
gigantic sister can’t take a shower
because the worms have gotten into
all the water pipes. We don’t care, but
we watch it all anyway.
Also featured this week is a
short film about the importance of
springs. Apparently, a world without
springs is completely joyless: its
inhabitants become more and more
desperate for the presence of springs,
until they gradually descend into
madness.
Hope to see you all there!
Mystery Science Theater 3000
movies are shown every Friday at
6:30pm in Higley Auditorium.
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What did Kenyon students do during the summer?
Meghan McClincy ’09

On

the

Hill

Her job last summer as a Pennsylvania Department of Transportation traffic director led Meghan McClincy to an internship
this summer at the United Steelworkers Union at its international headquarters in Pittsburgh, Penn. She worked in the communications department, writing articles for the Union’s political/labor magazine and interviewing people for its USW PowerCast
radio show. She attended political rallies like the Employee Free Choice Act rally in Washington, D.C., protesting President
George W. Bush’s veto of a bill that, according to McClincy, “fights for the rights for employees to unionize; it protects workers’
rights and it’s basically what the unions are all about.” She also traveled to Washington for Take Back America, a progressive
social movement conference where she saw and greeted some of the presidential candidates. “It was interesting to see the impact
the labor movement still has,” said McClincy. “They’re a big influence on what direction the primaries are going to take.”
Some of the Union’s current positions are ones many people might expect: anti-outsourcing, anti-NAFTA and pro-universal
healthcare. A more surprising position, said McClincy, is its support of green initiatives. The Union recently formed an alliance
with the Sierra Club. McClincy calls it “one of the most green-friendly, green-concerned groups in America right now.”

Courtesy of Meghan McClincy

Alex Hull ’11
Alex Hull spent six weeks in the small town of Comalapa, Guatemala coaching
soccer and teaching English. He lived with other college-age volunteers on a farm bought
by a Peace Corps volunteer who built a soccer field, basketball court and organic garden.
Although Hull used the field, he said his program was “all what I could create by myself
using my own resources.” He brought his own soccer equipment, including 80 pairs of
cleats donated by acquaintances and soccer organizations in his hometown.
Every morning, Hull taught English to fourth through sixth graders in a church
school. Most of those 40 kids were on one of his two soccer teams, one for 8 to 12year-olds and the other for 13 to 14-year-olds. He decided to go to Guatemala to learn
Spanish, play soccer and help the people there. “[It] sounds trite, but [I went] to help
people,” Hull said, “Not in a self-serving way so I can feel better about myself, but because
I have the ability and money and resources to be able to pay for a plane ticket and to
help kids out … there’s just so many poor people in the world, and if I have the ability
to help them out then it would be a disservice to the world if I didn’t do anything.”
Courtesy of Alex Hull

Alex Roland ’09
Alex Roland lived and worked outside of Athens, Greece, at the Archelon
Society’s sea turtle rescue center. Early every morning for six weeks, before the
temperature reached a high of 115 degrees, she and other volunteers from England,
Wales, Sweden and France rehabilitated diseased and injured sea turtles so that they
could be released back into the wild. The center housed twenty turtles at a time and
treated them for infections, potential diseases and injuries caused by fishermen.
“I’m a bio major and I want to go to veterinary school,” said Roland, “so I was
looking for something that was hands-on work with animals.” As such opportunities are difficult to find—and because she has never been to her ancestral country
of Greece—she applied online last summer and secured the position. Although she
is “a horse person,” Roland said working with reptiles was interesting because their
cold-blooded system is different from what she has previously studied. The turtles’
aquatic environment causes “side issues,” she said, like having to drain their tanks
every other day so that they can receive injections.

Quotes

Courtesy of Alex Roland

Emily Burns ’08

of the

Week

As a junior, Emily Burns did not go abroad, so last summer she lived on Wasini Island in Kenya and
worked with Global Vision International on environmental conservation research and community development projects. For five weeks, she lived in a Muslim village in a banda, which she described as “a cross
between a hut and a building.” She and other volunteers conducted marine and forest research, monitoring
animal populations—like bottle-nosed dolphins and Angolan black and white colobus monkeys—to track
how tourism affects them. The research was intended to “[help] the government make informed decisions
about tourism,” said Burns. She also took classes that explained why the work was necessary.
The best part of the trip, said Burns, was that “through the community work that we did, we really
were immersed in the culture and connected with the community so it wasn’t like we were outsiders so
much.”
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New faculty and staff members come to the Hill
The Collegian had the opportunity to speak with a few of the many new faculty and staff members who will be impacting the Kenyon
community.

Ben Jordan
VISITING INSTRUCTOR
OF HISTORY
Why did you decide to come to
Kenyon?
In many ways, teaching and living at Kenyon is like coming home.
I attended a small liberal arts college as an undergraduate and knew
that I wanted to contribute to a
school with a similar philosophy of
education—that education derives
as much from learning to be a contributing member of a close-knit
community than from the classroom itself.
What do you think of Kenyon so
far?
I am struck by two things
about Kenyon. It is easily the
friendliest place my family and I
have ever lived. Also, the many
staff, administrators and
faculty with whom we have had
the pleasure of coming into contact
have been extremely supportive and
welcoming.
What do you have planned for the
rest of the academic year?
My focus this year will be on
developing engaging courses that
will attractstudents from a wide
range of disciplines. My family and
I look forward to being involved in
college activities and the broader
Gambier community. I will also be
presenting aspects of my research at
a Boy and Girl Scout Centennial
History Symposium and submitting an article for consideration in
an environmental history journal.

Robert Mcdonald
GROUNDS SUPERVISOR
Why did you decide to come to
Kenyon?
The people, I love the area and
the people here in Gambier.
What do you think of Kenyon so
far?
It has been great, everyone
seems very helpful.
What do you have planned for the
rest of the academic year?
Learning about the process of
getting work done and how to make
it more efficient.

LUIGI FERRI

VISITING ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR OF ITALIAN
Why did you decide to come to
Kenyon?
After a four-year experience in a
large university, I was offered the opportunity to teach in a smaller liberal
arts college: I thought that working
in such an environment (smaller
classes, more occasions of contact
with students, etc.) would allow me
to better put into practice my ideas
about teaching Italian language and
Culture ... and here I am!
What do you think of Kenyon so
far?
I love everything I have seen so
far! The campus life, students, my
colleagues, my ATs ... everything is
great. From a more specific professional point of view, I am delighted
with the organization and structure
of the Kenyon Intensive Language
Model: I believe that with it, students have an incredible chance to
learn the languages and the cultures
of the countries where those languages are spoken, thus becoming
better citizens of the world.
What do you have planned for the
rest of the academic year?
First and above all, I want to
enjoy as much as possible my classes:
this semester I am teaching one session of Intensive Italian and one of
Advanced Italian; I really love to
see these students either grow day
by day in their knowledge of a new
language, or develop and reinforce
what they studied in the past while
focusing on Italian culture. In terms
of research I have a quite rich agenda:
in November I will read a paper at
the AATI (American Association
of Teachers of Italian) conference
in San Antonio, TX, while I am
working to some other projects,
including a monography on Carlo
Emilio Gadda, a 20th century Italian writer.

ALICIA DUGAS

ASSISTANT DEAN OF
STUDENTS FOR HOUSING
AND RESIDENTIAL LIFE
Why did you decide to come
to Kenyon?
I decided to come to Kenyon for a variety of reasons.
First and foremost, working in a
liberal arts institution is where
my passion lies. After having
attended a small private liberal
arts college in my undergrad
and having worked in several
others, I see the distinct advantage that students have in this

type of atmosphere. I value the
combination of students being
able to live and learn in the
classroom and beyond. Kenyon
values residential living for all
of their students and working
for an institution where this is
fundamental to the mission of
the institution speaks volumes
about it. In addition, I had the
opportunit y to me et se vera l
Kenyon folks over the years
who spoke of the wonderf ul
education and environment that
Kenyon offered. I have found
this to be true but also have
been elated to find a wonderful
and growing group of colleagues
which make Kenyon even more
of a fit for me. Finally, Kenyon
offers a unique location. I love
the small town feel after having
lived in downtown Raleigh, NC
for several years. The rolling
h il ls, g re en g ra ss, and sma l l
town feel are a perfect fit for
my family.
What do you think of Kenyon
so far ?
I love the people. I have a
great group of colleagues that
I work with and I am enjoying
the daily adventure of getting
t o kn o w o th er s a r o un d th e
campus . The students have
been amazing to get to know
as well! The summer was a bit
too quiet and I couldn’t wait for
move in day. Hearing the amazing life stories of our students,
from their summer adventures
to their life lessons has been
a real treat. I also love seeing
our residential students in their
“element.” Whether cheering
them on at a football or field
h o c ke y g a m e o r wat c h ing a
dance/drama performance, I
love to see the students talents
come alive. Kenyon students
are incredible and it is a delight
every day to come to work and
get to know them better. Everyone talks about the “Kenyon
Community” but it is hard to
understand how this truly impacts your work until you get
here. It means having people
care about each other and that
makes it very unique!
W hat do you have planned
for the rest of the academic
year ?
I am a visionary and some
would say a chang e ag ent. I
think these are the areas that I
seem to be blessed in. I balance
those tendencies with honoring
the history and understanding
the tradition of a place at the
same time. I look forward to
b eing ver y visib le a s an As sistant Dean of Housing and
Residence Life. I look forward
to visiting buildings regularly,
to see first hand issues that need
to be worked on and also understanding what students love
about their homes. To add to

this, I have implemented open
office hours so that students
f e e l c o mf or ta b l e c o m ing in
and just talking. I also believe
that a large part of my position is to mentor, advise and
super vise the Residential Life
team. The Assistant Directors,
Head Community Advisors and
Community Advisors work very
hard to ser ve the students of
Kenyon as well as help aid their
educational pursuits. I look
forward to working with them
more closely to make sure that
their needs are being met in
order for them to serve the students more broadly. Other key
issues include safety concerns
for students, the housing lottery process/housing crunches,
housing and renovation planning for the future, and finally
just fine tuning the work that
Residential Life has been doing
for years.

LORETTA KIM

MARILYN YARBROUGH
DISSERTATION/TEACHING
FELLOW IN HISTORY
Why did you decide to come to
Kenyon?
I visited Kenyon for the first
time in April of this year. It was
also the first time I contemplated
being in residence at a liberal arts
college, after receiving all of my
higher education at a research
university. I knew about the
strong academic programs and
equally serious and motivated
students, but what also inspired
me to seek an opportunity to
teach here was the environment.
Kenyon has the perfect physical
spaces for deep concentration
and a community that supports
and encourages learning among
people with various interests.
What do you think of Kenyon
so far ?
Kenyon is wonderful. I’m
not completely used to working
and living in such a peaceful,
natural setting and the lack of
urban pollution, but I’m not
complaining in the least. I’m
also pleasantly surprised by how
intertwined the faculty, administrative, and student communities
are. Everyone knows everyone,
and this broad and flexible social
network is g ood at accepting
newcomers like me.
What do you have planned for
the rest of the academic year ?
I look forward to teaching
and g etting to know students
both in my home department
and others. I hope I can join in
some student-faculty activities
like Chinese Language Table and
experience Kenyon life outside of
the classroom like seeing sports
events and getting my afternoon
coffee at Middle Ground.

MILES LARSON
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR,
CAREER DEVELOPMENT
CENTER
Why did you decide to come to
Kenyon?
I decided to come to Kenyon
College for several reasons, most
importantly, the position for which
I applied was exactly what I wanted.
An opportunity to focus on getting
first and second year students to
think about career development was
a perfect fit. I really enjoy young
students and find that many times
they have an energy that upperclassmen don’t.
What do you think of Kenyon so
far?
I have loved it, especially now
that the students are back. I feel
that I have a lot more opportunities to get plugged into the campus
community, and develop an understanding of how Kenyon operates
as a whole. Campuses are rather
different without students strolling
around everywhere.
What do you have planned for the
rest of the academic year?
I will be doing a bunch of programming for first-year and sophomore students. Some presentations,
some simple discussions and “The
Lemonade Stand” will be the start.
I will also continue publishing “The
Other Toilet Paper” for first-year
reading pleasure. I am also having
individual and likely group meetings
with students to discuss their career
goals, and help in selecting their
majors, working on summer jobs and
internships, etc.

JASON BLOCK

ASSISTANT DEAN.
RESIDENTIAL LIFE
Why did you decide to come to
Kenyon?
I decided to come to Kenyon
because I love the liberal-arts-college environment. I was also struck
by how engaging and engaged the
students are. I also liked the idea of
being a part of a student life program
committed to improving the campus
life experience.
What do you think of Kenyon so
far?
Kenyon is a community and institution on the move. Students here
are smart, articulate and enjoy being
on campus. I like that energy. Kenyon
also seems open to the idea of changing in ways that benefit both the
campus and village communities.
What do you have planned for the
rest of the academic year?
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My plans for the year are to work
with the ResLife and Student
Affairs staff and my fantastic CAs in
the South-campus buildings and
houses, Mather and McBride to ensure that Kenyon has a vibrant and
dynamic residential life program. I
also want to help ensure that the
aspects Kenyon which make it unique
among liberal arts colleges are
preserved while ensuring a safe environment for students.

MICHAEL ROY

VICE PRESIDENT FOR
LIBRARY AND
INFORMATION SERVICES
Why did you decide to come to
Kenyon?
I was attracted by the quality
people that I met while interviewing for the position. There is
a real commitment to education
at Kenyon that I wanted to be
part of. I also was attracted to
the challenge and opportunities
of the merg ed librar y and IT
operations. It is the right model
for a small college such as Kenyon, and one that I am intensely
interested in.
What do you think of Kenyon
so far ?
My very first impression is
amazement at the quantity of email that the Kenyon community
generates. More seriously, I am
positively impressed by the commitment demonstrated from all
quarters to Kenyon in particular,
and to liberal arts education in
general.
What do you have planned for
the rest of the academic year ?
My main goal for the year is
to get to know Kenyon as well
as I possibly can by spending
time meeting with as many students, faculty and staff that are
willing to take time to talk with
me about Kenyon in g eneral,
and about how LBIS can be of
service in particular. More concretely, in conjunction with my
new colleagues within LBIS, I
am hoping to improve internal
communications within LBIS, to
help initiate a two-year analysis
of the future of the Kenyon library collection, to develop some
long -term space plans for the
library, to examine our options
for re-engineering the student
residential computer network,
and to assess the present faculty
support model.

BRENT TURNER
DIRECTOR OF
STUDENT ACTIVITIES
Why did you decide to come
to Kenyon?
I wa s d r awn t o Keny o n
because of the eccentric student population and caliber
of academic performance. Students at Kenyon are dedicated
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to causes greater than oneself,
and I was amazed at the level of
student drive and involvement
on campus. I love the sense of
community and respect that
Kenyon offers.
What do you think of Kenyon
so far ?
I am rea l ly enj oying my
time at Kenyon. I am excited
about the initiative and commitment students exude, and
the students, faculty and staff
are very welcoming. I am honored to be a member of this
community.
What do you have planned
for the rest of the academic
year ?
Student Activities is excited about our new location
a n d n e w s ta f f . We h o p e t o
increase student involvement
and foster leadership skills,
educate students about levels
of commitment, and increase
participation in campus events.
We are e xc i te d to c ontinu e
strong traditions while creating
new events!

KATHLEEN KEIPER
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF
STUDENT ACTIVITIES
Why did you decide to come
to Kenyon?
I first fell in love with
Kenyon because of the great
people I experienced during
my interviewing. Tacci Smith
and Tammy Gocial are a big
part of why I am here. Plus
Ashley gave me a great tour!
What do you think of Kenyon so far ?
So far, my experience at
Keny on ha s b e en won d erf u l . My c o l lea g ues in Student Activities and in the
greater division of Student
Affairs are ver y supportive
and have welcomed me into
the community. I am having a
great time advising the Social
Board!
What do you have planned
for the rest of the academic
year ?
I a m ver y e xc i t e d that
Stu d ent Ac ti vi ti e s ha s i t ’s
own sp a c e a n d w e w i l l b e
working to make our office
a great resource for students
and organizations. I am really looking forward to some
exciting late-night programming with the Social Board
including my first ever trip
to Cedar Point on Saturday,
September 15! You can go to
Cedar Point too by signingup in Student Activities. Cost
is $15 per student and space
is limited!

Matt Troutman
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF
RESIDENTIAL LIFE

Why did you decide to come to
Kenyon?
In the job interview, I felt a
great connection with the institution, the students I met, and Alicia
Dugas (the new Assistant Dean
for Housing and Residential Life).
Dean Dugas has a wonderful vision for the Office of Residential
Life and communicated that vision
in a way that inspired me. I knew
there would be challenges with an
all new Residential Life leadership
staff. But I believe the campus
community wants a streamlining
of processes and a stronger focus
on enriching the lives of Kenyon
students. I enjoy working on
smaller college campuses because
you really get to know everyone
and feel a stronger connection
with the community. After visiting Kenyon College, I knew that
it was a right fit for me.
What do you think of Kenyon
so far ?
I love Kenyon College. The
experiences I have had the past
three weeks have been fulfilling.
With two weeks of all-day long
Community Advisor (CA) training, it has been a mixture of fun,
stress, and learning. I have enjoyed
getting to know my CA staff and
the residents I have met so far. I
thoroughly enjoy the traditions,
rituals, programs, and events that
have been planned so far. I look
forward to getting to know more
folks and attending more functions.
What do you have planned for
the rest of the academic year ?
My previous experiences in
student life have prepared me to
take on the challenge of striving
for excellence in Residential Life
at Kenyon College. I look forward
to streamlining our procedures,
being outcome-focused, providing purposef ul ser vice, being
intentionally-relational, serving
students holistically and providing
meaningful programs.

DANA PAQUIN

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OR
MATHEMATICS
Why did you decide to come to
Kenyon?
I decided to come to Kenyon
based on the community atmosphere
and spirit of collaboration and co-

News

operation that I observed during my
visit here. I was also impressed by the
commitment of the faculty members
to the highest level of teaching and
scholarship.
What do you think of Kenyon so
far?
I am enjoying Kenyon very
much so far; in particular, I enjoy
working with Kenyon students and
getting to know Kenyon faculty and
staff.
What do you have planned for the
rest of the academic year?
I am looking forward to developing interesting courses in applied
mathematics and to working closely
with students on courses and projects. I’m also looking forward to
enjoying the Kokosing Gap Bicycle
Trail and the incredible aquatic facilities at the KAC!

Don Asselin

VISITING ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR OF
PHILOSOPHY
Why did you decide to come to
Kenyon?
I’ve been in law for the last
several years. I saw the Kenyon
notice and I was very interested. I
had been thinking about possibly
returning to the academic life ...
they seemed to like what they saw.
... I thought it would be a great
adventure. One of my good friends
urged me to consider returning to
the academic life, he’s kind of the
big brother type. ... I was attracted
at the opportunity and Kenyon
seemed interesting so when Kenyon
made the offer, I accepted it without
hesitation.
What do you think of Kenyon
so far?
The physical beauty obviously
speaks for itself. I find the students to be unsusually pleasant,
well-healed... also, bright and very
eager in class to participate and to
understand. I find my colleagues to
be exceptionally friendly, without
exception. That’s a very pleasant
surprize. Academics, especially philosophers, can be a little unusual.
I find people here not only good
scholars and teachers, but to have a
natural personality style, open and
friendly and it’s a very welcome relief from other academic settings.
What do you have planned for the
rest of the academic year?
I’m teaching two sections
of intro to philosophy. ... I’m also
teaching history of medieval philosophy this semester. The students
really seem to be responding. ... In
the spring, a metaphysics seminar...
and one section of intro. I still
have my own publishing ongoing.
... For better and for worse, coach
Stein has accepted my offer to be
an assistant volunteer coach with
the swim team, so I’ll be assisting
on Monday afternoons.
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Lacrosse
gets new
coaches
By Hannah Sacks
Staff Writer

As a new year begins and
fall athletes take center stage,
the lacrosse teams are already
looking excite dly towards
successful seasons this coming spring . With ne w head
coaches leading both the Lords
and the Ladies, the lacrosse
program can expect standout
seasons.
The Lords lacrosse team,
now lead by Coach Doug
Misarti, is already poised for
a b i d to th i s y e ar ’s N C A A
tournament. Misarti is excited
to see the incoming first year
class build on the outstanding
talent already within the team.
Misar ti a lso exp e cts strong
academics to play an integral
part of the equation.
“Kenyon enjoys an outstanding
academic reputation and the
athletic department has a history of success.” he said. “I feel
these two ingredients will allow us to continue to grow the
men’s lacrosse program into a
perennial NCAA tournament
caliber team.”
Already beg inning to
feel part of the Kenyon communit y, Misarti is enjoying
Gambier ’s incomparable atm o sp h ere , a n d ha s a l re a d y
had his expectations of life at
Kenyon surpassed. Impressed
wi th th e natura l b e aut y a s
well as with the friendly community, Misarti is excited to
contribute to Kenyon and to
bring the lacrosse program a
strong season.
The Ladies’ program will
be run this year by Meredith
Buzzi, who is already impressed
with the athletic department’s
commitment to excellence and
looks forward to contributing.
Buzzi, who came to Kenyon
based on the praise Kenyon’s
programs recieved from her
college lacrosse coach, is eager to be shaping the women’s
team.
W i th s tr o n g l o n g t erm
goals of becoming both NCAC
Champions and NCAA tournament contenders, Buzzi
is a lready planning on an
impressive first season. Hoping to become one of the top
conference teams this spring ,
Buzzi has already begun some
fall practices. By playing some
fall ball and participating in
a tournament at Wittenberg ,
Buzzi feels confident that they
wil l b e able to surpa ss la st
year’s achievements.
With t wo strong new
coaches, we can expect great
things from this year’s Lords
and Ladies lacrosse teams.
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Lords football breaks records and Grinnell 70-35
ByLindsay Means
Staff Reporter

Lords Football opened the season
with a resounding 70-35 win over the
visiting Grinnell College Pioneers,
racking up more points than had ever
been scored in Kenyon football history,
and topping the Lords’ record for total
yardage in a single game.
The Lords’ record breaking offense, which totaled 624 yards, included several notable highlights. QB
Rafael Sanchez ’08 racked up 357 yards
(123 rushing, 234 passing). In addition, Sanchez threw for four touchdowns, rushed for two and completed
12 of 21 passes. WR Carlin Shoemaker
’08 had five receptions for 112 yards,
returned four kicks for 111 yards and
scored a touchdown. Javier Arbolaez
’09 scored two touchdowns and ran
for 113 yards. Kyle Toot ’10 had 91
rushing yards and one touchdown. Joey
Konieczny ’08 had one touchdown and
56 rushing yards.
The Lords’ defense held Grinnell’s
offense to 387 total yards. The defense
was led by LB Dan Runnals ’10, who
had nine tackles, LB Mike Chase ’08,
with eight stops and Chris Loggins ’08,
with two sacks.
“Grinnell College fully earned
every point they got,” said Lords Head
Coach Ted Stanley.
But Stanley still sees room for
improvement. “The score looked good,

but the game was a little sloppy,” he said.
“We blocked fairly well, the effort was
pretty good, but we just need to play
harder.”
While mentioning the 16 penalties called against the Lords, Stanley was

Complacent or not, Saturday’s
game was a chance for players to shine,
and the first years were no exception.
For many of them, however, the game
was a lot more than just a win. Starting
cornerback Frankie Morales ’11 still

The Lords and Ladies of
Kenyon’s cross country team
(KCXC) got their first taste of
2007 competition at the Denison Fall Classic last Friday. The
annual unscored event, held at
the Bryn Du Mansion, in Granville, Ohio, saw commanding
finishes for both the guys and
girls teams.
Senior Jim Boston won
the race for Kenyon, coming
in first overall in a field of 56
runners with a time of 20:51.
Denison’s Grant Russo and Lex
Hultquist rounded out the top
three, coming in with times of

By Jo Hayes
Staff Reporter

Stephen Wood

Senior Joey Konieczny evades the Grinnell College Pioneers Defenders

quick not to blame the players. “[The
coaches] were a little complacent, a little
too sure, going into this,” he said. “But
that will never, ever happen again.”

grins when asked about Saturday.
“I started my first ever college
football game,” Morales said. “What
more can you ask?”

21:18 and 21:35, respectively.
Kenyon had five other runners finish in the top 11. Kaleb
Keyserling ’09, Dan McLennon
’09, Chris Houser ’09, Rob Carpenter ’10 and Matt Riley ’10
displayed solid performances, all
five coming over the line within a
16 second span of each other. The
Lords put up the strongest team
performance with seven runners
in the top 15.
“It’s looking like one of the
strong est starts we’ve had in
years,” said head coach Duane
Gomez. “If it had been a scored
race, we would have won.”
The Ladies also got off to
a promising start with a fourth
overall finish by Jessica Francois

’09, leading the pack from Kenyon with a time of 15:48. The
Ladies also had two other top
ten finishes, notably Lauren
Metzger ‘11 who placed fifth
overall with a time of 15:49,
and Kara Pellegrino ’11 who
finished eig hth at a time of
16:12.
Emma Reidy ’08, Pamela
Moriart y ’11 and Christine
Ostrowski ’11 all finished in the
top fifteen for Kenyon in a field
of 66 runners.
The next race for b oth
teams will be the 2007 Great
La kes Colleg es Asso ciation
Cross Country Championships
held at Kenyon, on Saturday,
September 8.

Ladies soccer wins one and loses one
By Holly Karn
Staff Reporter

The Kenyon Ladies’ soccer team started their season
with both a win and a loss last
weekend, giving them a record
of 1-1-0. On Friday, the Ladies
defeated No. 5-ranked Calvin
Col leg e 2-1. Howe ver, the y
were defeated by No. 12-ranked
University of Rochester on Saturday 2-0.
Calvin had ended the Ladies’ 2006 season with a 1-0
win during the second round of
the 2006 NCAA Division III
tournament. On Friday, however, the Ladies took revenge.

“It’s not like we can just sit back
and celebrate,” he said. “It was a good
game where a lot of things went right,
but we have to work to correct the
things that went wrong. We need to
always be looking to prepare for the next
game. It’s a long season and we still have
a long way to go.”
The Lords next look for revenge
against the visiting Claremont-MuddScripps Stags, who beat the Lords 3410 last year. The game will be held at
McBride Field this Saturday, September
8, at 1:00 p.m.

Volleyball attempts to
salvage its season

KCXC thunders through Denison
By Michael Reilly
Staff Reporter

Stanley has high hopes for this
year’s first years. In addition to Morales,
he pointed out first years Mark Sullivan,
Harrison Scott, Brandon Ventley, and
Mike Beck as “solid players, guys you’ll
really want to watch.”
“[For next week], we’ll be working
on the basics, polishing, improving,”
said Stanley. “We don’t need to reinvent
the wheel or anything; it’s all mental,
and that we can fix.”
Chase ’08 claimed that, while the
whole team was pleased with the win,
they still have a lot of work ahead.

In just the first few minutes, the
Ladies’ offense found success
when Amanda Drummond ’08
scored to give the Ladies a 1-0
lead. The Knights managed to
tie the game, but the Ladies were
quick to take back the lead in the
second half after Drummond
snatched the ball from between
defenders and scored yet again.
“It was a strong win, one of
the best first games ever played,”
commented Captain Rosie Davis
‘08.
Unfortunately, the Ladies
were unable to take two nationally ranked teams in the seasonopening weekend. Saturday’s
game ended with the Univer-

sity of Rochester Yellowjackets
defeating the Ladies 2-0. The
Ye l l o w j a c ke t s s c o r e d i n th e
opening minutes, and although
the Ladies fought to come back,
R o c h e ster mana g e d to s c ore
again. Coach Kelly Bryan isn’t at
all discouraged, however.
“This team has great chemistry, they work well together …
the freshman are really promising , and we’ll just take it one
game at a time,” said Bryan.
The Ladies now go on the
road to Otterbein College this
coming weekend to play Carnegie Mellon University at 12:00
pm on Saturday and Machester
College at 3:30 pm on Sunday.

The Ladies’ volleyball team exists
in a sort of athletic limbo as their season
begins. With only five players, too few to
be a complete team, the athletes are wondering what kind of team they are and if
the lack of players will affect competition
all season.
After losing five seniors and two
rising sophomores, the volleyball team
was left with only two returning players,
Captains Hannah Ross ‘10 and Callan
Slavin ‘10. The team, however, was apparently expecting more players to join
the team for preseason.
“Coach had some people who were
supposed to come later on in the week,”
said Ross, “but some never came.”
Only four athletes joined the Ladies
for preseason, leaving the team with six
players, just enough for competition.After
Emma Rotilie ’10 decided to withdraw
from the team, however, there were only
five Ladies left on the volleyball court, too
few for regular play.
“For me, volleyball didn’t work with

my schedule,” said Rotilie. “Ultimately, it’s
hard to make a decision that’s the best for
you when you know you’re letting other
people down. It’s impossible sometimes
to do everything you want, and that was
a hard lesson to learn.”
Despite their problems, the Ladies
remain hopeful. They plan on playing
against other schools, but most likely in
the form of a scrimmage instead of an official game. The Ladies may, if it is possible,
have to borrow one of the opposing team’s
players in order to participate.
As for the reasons behind the inadequate turnout this year for Ladies volleyball, opinions are varied. Ross believes
it is a matter of the popularity of volleyball
as a sport.
“Volleyball is still a smaller, growing
sport,” said Ross. “Because of its small size,
it will draw less people, as opposed to larger
sports like soccer”.
Nevertheless, the team remains optimistic about the upcoming season and
is always open to new players.
“We are still looking for people to
play, especially to compete in conference
matches,” said Slavin.

Ladies field hockey splits
the weekend, goes 1-1
By Meghan McClincy
Staff Reporter
The Ladies field hockey team won
their season opener last Friday against
the visiting DePauw University Tigers
2-1 in a thrilling overtime victory.
“We had some first-game jitters,”
said goalkeeper Karen Thompson ’09.
“But we showed our strength in overtime, when we worked hard for our
winning goal. This game was a good
indication of the changes we can make
for future games.”
In the first half, the Ladies took
the lead following a goal from Megan
Connolly ’09, with an assist by Captain
Lauren Keiling ’08. The Ladies held the
lead until just over two minutes were
left in regulation, when DePauw scored
to tie the game. Despite the setback,
the Ladies rallied to win in overtime
on a walk-off goal scored by Keiling.
Thompson had a strong showing in
goal, making 11 saves.
In their second game of the weekend, the Ladies did not have as much
luck as they lost to the DeSales University Bulldogs 1-0 on Sunday. The
Bulldogs scored early in the game, and

the Ladies could not score, despite taking 22 shots in the game.
“It was a disappointing loss, but
we played a stronger overall game than
on Friday,” mid-fielder Jenny Howard
’09 said. “After the outcome of Sunday’s
game, we are definitely looking forward
to proving ourselves in our upcoming
game on Friday against Earlham, our
first conference match.”
Last year, the Ladies set a program
best 18-6 record, in which they went
on to claim the NCAC tournament
title, and went into the second round
of the NCAA Division III tournament.
Under the leadership of the team’s offensive dynamic duo, captains Keiling
and Caroline Graham ’08, the Ladies
will start the season with 14 returning players, including eight returning
starters.
The Ladies’ abundance of seasoned veterans made them the NCAC
coaches’ pick to win the conference title.
The team received five of seven firstplace votes in a recent preseason poll.
The Ladies’ next match-up is
scheduled for this Friday at 4:30 p.m.
at McBride Field against the Earlham
College Quakers.

